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was worst, refused not to entertaine every person and meanes
whatsoever, to furnish out this expedition, the successe whereof
hath bene declared.
But such is the infinite bountie of God, who from every evill Afflic-
deriveth good. For besides that fruite may growe in time of our
travelling into those Northwest lands, the crosses, turmoiles,
and afflictions, both in the preparation and execution of this of God.
voyage, did correct the intemperate humors, which before we
noted to bee in this Gentleman, and made unsavorie, and lesse
delightfull his other manifold vertues.
Then as he was refined, and made neerer drawing unto the
image of God: so it pleased the divine will to resume him unto
himselfe, whither both his, and every other high and noble
minde, have alwayes aspired.
125. [1584]. RICHARD CLARKE'S ACCOUNT OF THE CASTING
AWAY OF THE Delight1.
A relation of Richard Clarke of Weymouth, master of the ship
called the Delight, going for the discovery of Norembega, with
Sir Humfrey Gilbert 1583. Written in excuse of that fault of
casting away the ship and men, imputed to his oversight.
Departing out of Saint Johns Harborough in the Newfound
land the 20. of August unto Cape Raz, from thence we directed
our course unto the He of Sablon or the Isle of Sand, which the
Generall Sir Humfrey Gilbert would willingly have scene. But
when we came within twentie leagues of the Isle of Sablon, we
fell to controversie of our course. The Generall came up in his 20-
Frigot and demanded of mee Richard Clarke master of the
Admirall what course was best to keepe: I said that Westsouth- isle of
west was best: because the wind was at South and night at hand Sablon.
and unknowen sands lay off a great way from the land. The
Generall commanded me to go Westnorthwest I told him
againe that the Isle of Sablon was Westnorthwest and but 15.
leagues off, and that he should be upon the Island before day, 55"
if hee went that course. The Generall sayd, my reckoning was from the
untrue, and charged me in her Majesties name, and as I would Isle of
shewe my selfe in her Countrey, to follow him that night. I |r "'
1 Hakluyt,PnwaJ>a// navigations (1589), pp. 700-1; in (1600), 163-5.         Clarke